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include, so far, about half (26) of the speeches of our orator. When the other 
two volumes are added, we shall have in a clearly printed, carefully revised 
edition, with sufficient critical apparatus for all practical purposes, our Demos- 
thenes complete within a convenient compass. While Butcher's work does not 
displace the editions of Baiter and Sauppe, Bekker, Voemel, Dindorf, and Blass, 
it may justly claim an honorable place beside them. 

The preface, of only 10 pages, contains a concise discussion (in not faultless 
Latin) of the MSS, complete and fragmentary, including also the precious papyrus 
fragments recovered in Egypt in the course of the last few years, their respective 
worth, and their relations to the famous S in the Bibliotheque Nationale. 

Butcher still holds, with Drerup, against most modern editors, that L is a copy of 
S, or a copy of a copy of S. S, of course, holds the first place among Demosthenes 
MSS; still, while recognizing its pre-eminent superiority, we cannot ignore the 
possibility of frequently finding a truer reading among the variants of the 200 
other MSS of Demosthenes that we have. Many editors, ignoring all other 
possible sources, have religiously copied S and thereby admitted into their texts 
errors from which they might have been saved by exercising their critical judg- 
ment in the choice of other readings afforded by the mass of codical evidence. 

Mr. Butcher has greatly simplified the use of the host of MSS by classi- 
fying them under four families and eliminating direct copies. 

Of the newly recovered papyrus documents, one dates back into the first 
century b. c; others antedate S by 800 years. They do not fit into the families 
of previously known MSS; and in some places they alone furnish the true readings. 
Through such evidence, the sacrosanctity of S has been slightly shaken; and 
Butcher has departed from it with greater freedom than his predecessors. In 
this his judgment will meet with general approval. We await with eager expec- 
tancy the completion of this valuable work. 

Walter Miller 

Tulane University 



Vedaforschung. Von Hermann Oldenberg. Stuttgart and Berlin, 
1905. Pp. 115. 

Inasmuch as Sanskrit has much that is of decided interest to the classical 
scholar, and especially to the student of the Greek and Italic dialects, it may 
be permitted to devote a little space in this Journal to review briefly this work. 

The pamphlet, though ostensibly a history of Vedic criticism and exegesis, is 
in reality a polemic against the so-called "traditional" school of Pischel and 
Geldner. The invective is mainly directed against the lack of historical per- 
spective among these authors, their absolute silence when the native scholiast is 
wrong, and their assumption that every beautiful woman mentioned in the Rig- 
Veda is an hetaira. All these points are in a measure well taken, but the second 
one by far the best. True, Pischel and Geldner might say: "What is the use of 
pointing out Sayana's foibles when the 'linguistic' school of Roth, Whitney, and 
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others have already done this, and have been severe enough in all conscience? 
We purpose to show that this school has underestimated the value of the native 
tradition, and aim at re-establishing it: that is enough." This, however, is not 
honest; it is the spirit of the mere controversialist. The truth really lies between 
the two schools. In my judgment Oldenberg goes too far in rejecting in toto 
the authority of the native tradition as do Pischel and Geldner in unduly exalting 
it. On the whole it may safely be said that Oldenberg has rather undervalued 
the work of the "traditional school." Valuable excursuses on some difficult 
Vedic words and passages, and a good index complete the volume. 

Truman Michelson 

RlDGEEIELD, CONN. 



The Pocket Plato. Edited from the translation of Benjamin Jowett 
by S. C. Woodhouse. London: Routledge; New York: 
E. P. Dutton & Co., 1907. $1. 

This is a well-designed volume of about two hundred and fifty pages, comfort- 
able to eye and hand, and, not alone in the sense intended by the title— to the 
pocket. The selections are arranged in topical groups, independently of their 
source, but with conscientious reference thereto. The groups are so laid out as 
to furnish a faint, but rather complete, outline of the Platonic philosophy, begin- 
ning with the "Scheme of the Universe," and concluding with the place of the 
philosopher in the state. In addition, we have at the beginning a section on the 
"Character of Socrates;" while the last twenty-five pages are made up of memor- 
able passages concerning the closing scenes of his life. The "Character of 
Socrates" occupies eight pages embracing thirteen extracts of which seven of 
the longest are chosen from the Symposium; there are brief passages from the 
Meno, Laches, Theaetetus, Apology, and Phaedrus. This fairly illustrates the 
method of the volume. 

The passages which aim to present the Platonic system of ideas are carefully 
chosen and pruned, and arranged with excellent logic; but the scheme has com- 
pelled such drastic adherence to philosophical essentials that, in spite of the space 
devoted to Socrates, one misses the human element, the illumination of personality, 
which is so admirably present in the dialogues at large. One questions, after all, 
whether, with the "wayfarer" for whom this sheaf of extracts is designed, an 
equally skilful enchiridion, devoted to Socrates and his friends, might not go 
farther to make of Plato a pocket companion than even this volume — "not harsh 
and crabbed as dull fools suppose" — can hope to do. 

J. F. A. Pyre 

University of Wisconsin 



